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After one year as President and CEO
of the Chamber, | can honestly say |
have never regretted taking the job. Not
at all' | was promised challenges and
told I would have fun. Both have turned
out to be absolutely true, often in unex-
pected ways.

When | started, | found an organiza-
tion that needed to examine its mission
and enhance its value to members. We
needed to reinstate the Chamber’s posi-
tion among the leaders of our local com-
munity. We needed to expand the oppor-
tunities we offer members and enhance
our ability to provide advice, assistance,
information and collaboration. With the
support of the Board, and the hard work
of our staff, we have begun building on
our strengths and enriching the services
we provide.

We have worked hard to raise the pro-
file of the Chamber in the community
and expand our influence in civic affairs.
We continue to build healthy relation-
ships with decision makers, government
staff members and community leaders
as we forge an appropriate place in the
civic life of the Greater Pasadena area.
We are also collaborating with our peers
in Los Angeles, the San Fernando Valley
and the San Gabriel Valley, sharing
ideas, supporting each other’s efforts
and promoting common goals.

We also have very strong relationships
with local business districts and advo-
cacy organizations. We work closely with
North Lake Village, Old Pasadena, the
Playhouse District, the San Gabriel Val-
ley Black Business Association and the
South Lake Avenue Business Associa-
tion on projects that benefit all of us.

We are also working to embrace the
diversity of our local business commu-
nity, reach out to the different business
types that make up our economy and
reconnect with former members.

Technologically, the Chamber was
outdated. But with the help of some
members, we've begun to address these
challenges. Ron and Joel at CityCenter
have devoted the past year to redesign-
ing our website. None of us anticipated
the job would be as extensive as it was,
but we are very grateful for their time
and are very pleased with the result.

Continued on page 3

The Pasadena Chamber of Commerce ushered in the holiday season with our

traditional President’s Breakfast at the

Chair Willis Chapman and CEO Paul Little served as
the program honoring the Tournament of Roses Association

Westin Pasadena

. Chamber Board

Masters of Ceremonies for
and 2008-09

Tournament President Corky
Conzonire and his wife,
Marilyn. Mr. Conzonire
shared some of his experi-
ences and thoughts about
serving as President of the
Tournament. Rose Queen
Courtney Chou Lee and the
Royal Court were special
guests. Honored guests in-
cluded Congressman Adam
Schiff, Assemblymember An-

thony Portantino, Pasadena Vice Mayor Steve Haderle
Beck and PCC President Paulette Perfumo, among othe rs.
The Chamber Ambassadors hosted the annual
. Guests in-
cluded Board Chair Willis Chapman, Chair-
elect Ray Serafin, Assemblymember Anthony
7] Portantino, Board
members and dozens
of Chamber mem-
| bers and guests. Our
annual toy drive
concluded with pres-
entations of the gifts to representatives of
Acres and Hillsides

Holiday Party at Castle Catering

I n
Starting in 2009, the Chamber Golf

Tournament will move to the
spring. We tee off at noon on Fri-
day, April 10th at Brookside Golf

Club . Information, registration

and sponsorship materials are now
available. Plan to join us to support
the Chamber at this fun event. We
are very pleased that American
Golf and Brookside Golf Club have
joined in helping sponsor the event
that raises significant funds to sup-

port the programs and operations
of the Chamber of Commerce.

in, City Manager Michael
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New members David Covar- # # $%&'(
rubias of Torrey Pines Bank American Compass Inc.
and Shobha Sharma of Rapid .
Refill were welcomed at the Jimmy Wang (626) 683-9120
Connection Breakfast at Baja Grill .
Brookside Golf Club in De- Ce§ar DE|gad|”0 (951) 415-1380
cember. The Connection Break- The Kitchen Standard
fast takes place on the second Tommy Shortess (626) 441-7999
Thursday of evey month. The Labor Ready
Luncheon Alliance is hosted by Art Rodriguez (626) 943-1150
the Chamber on the first Medibiotech Co. Inc.
Wednesday of each month ex- Jimmy Wang (626) 683-9120
cept January. Both are fun and Panda Inn
entertaining opportunities for Steve Yip (626) 793-7300
members to meet one another

and network.
New members Joy Seror of La

Grande Orange |, Rod Salazar,
now representing Macson
Printing , and Cathy Galletta
of Desert Business Interiors
received new member recognition
at the December Luncheon Alli-
ance at Altadena Town and
Country Club

Dr. Dennis Buckley and Dr.
Miwa Yoshida hosted a 5th anni-
versary celebration and evening
social at University Health Cen-
ter on North Lake Avenue in No-

vember. Guests enjoyed food, drink
and birthday cake as the staff celebrated five year s serving patients and teaching students in Pasaden a.

#

Jet Propulsion Laboratory , in cooperation with Walt Disney Studios, has laun  ched a naming contest for the Mars Science Laborato ry rover
that is now under construction with an anticipated 2009 launch. The contest is open to students from 5 to 18 years old. Contestants must sub-
mit an essay explaining why their suggested name sh ould be chosen. For more information, please visit http://marsrovername.jpl.nasa.gov.

Real estate investor Arthur M. Coppola endowed a  chair at the City of Hope 's Department of Supportive Care. Jay R. Thomas, M. D., Ph. D.
will be the first holder of the Arthur M. Coppola F amily Chair in Supportive Medicine. California Cong  ressional Representatives David Dreier
and Hilda Solis secured $2 million in funding to su  pport a partnership between the City of Hope and th e U.S. Navy that will focus research on
developing more effective and less toxic cancer the rapies.

Caltech Presents  The Kingston Trio on Saturday, February 7th at 8:00  p.m. in Beckman Auditorium. For tickets and inform  ation, please
call (626) 395-4652 or email events@caltech.edu.

The Distinguished Speaker Series atthe Pasadena Civic Auditorium features former U.S. Ambassador to the United Natio  ns John Bolton
on Wednesday, January 21st. CNN newsman Anderson Co oper speaks on Tuesday, February 17th. For tickets and information, please call (310)
546-6222.

Akila Gibbs was named executive director of the Pasadena Senior Center . Ms. Gibbs career has included positions with the  Alzheimer’s
Association of Los Angeles and The Gas Company . She was an award-winning journalist whose career includes stints with Fox News Chan-
nel, KTLA and KCBS.

Foothill Vocational Opportunities client Danni Paluka, who works at  El Portal Mexican Restaurant , recently moved into her own
apartment in a supported living complex. Her boss,  Ramon Arellano, is very pleased with Danni’'s work.  El Portal owner Abel Ramirez was a
featured speaker at Foothill's luncheon honoring lo  cal employers. Foothill also provides mail handling  services for the Chamber.

The Shakespeare League of Pasadena presents The Wizard of Oz as its 63rd annual benefit production. Proceeds fr om the March 8th
performance at the Ambassador Auditorium benefit Su  san G. Komen for the Cure and Pasadena Ronald McDon ald House. For tickets or infor-
mation, please call (800) 595-4849 or email shakesp eareinfo@earthlink.net.

Pasadena Heritage  offers the best local historic architecture inits 2009 calendar, which is available for $15 by callin g (626) 441-6333 or
visiting www.pasadenaheritage.org.

Former Dodger and Angel Jay Johnstone invites all golfers to take part in the 31st annual Jay Johnstone/La Habra Rotary Golf Tourna-
ment at Hacienda Golf Club on January 19th. Proceed s benefit local children’s charities. For informati  on please call (714) 879-1305.

The Pasadena Public Library has plenty of copies of The Hummingbird's Daughter by Louis Alberto Urrea, this year's One City-One St ory
book, on hand for those interested in reading the b ook. One City One Story encourages entire communiti es to share the experience of reading a
single book.

Picasso’s Café and Catering now has online ordering for all your catering and f  ood delivery needs. Picasso’s offers everything fro m full-
service catering to gift baskets and gift cards. Fo r information, visit their website at www.picassosc  afe.com.

The City of Pasadena Cultural Affairs Division and the Arts & Culture Commission launched a tempor  ary Neighborhood Enhancement
Mural Program . Grants of up to $2,500 with a total of up to four  grants are available to support the program. Comme  rcial properties are eligi-
ble. Proposals are due February 20, 2009. For info , visit www.cityofpasadena.net/arts/public_art prog am.asp.
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One to Five Years o $
Anglin, Flewelling, Rasmussen

C & C Collision

CATZ Sports & Physical Therapy
Chouinard Foundation

Jos. A. Bank #461

Keller Williams Realty

Manpower, Inc.

Pacific Pantry Catering

Shambhala Meditation Center Los Angeles
Sotheby’s International Realty

Law Offices of Peter Stavropoulos

Tru Finance, Inc.

New Chamber member New
Tang Dynasty TV~ (NTDTV) pre-
sents Divine Performing Arts , a
spectacular display of Chinese
dance and music at the Pasadena
Civic Auditorium from December
30, 2008, through January 4, 2009.
The company's masterful choreogra-
phy and graceful routines range
from grand classical processions to
ethnic and folk dances, with gor-
geously costumed dancers moving in
stunning synchronized patterns. Its
themes are drawn from the pages of
history as well as our world today.

State-of-the-art backdrops conjure
celestial palaces and pastoral vistas,
while groundbreaking music com-
bines the best of Chinese and West-
ern composition. Taking inspiration
from ancient heroic legends and
modern courageous tales, the
breathtaking beauty of Divine Per-
forming Arts is not to be missed.
The Chinese New Year spectacular
is in Los Angeles as part of a 75 city
global tour. For tickets, please call
(626) 449-7360 or (800) 817-7116.
For more information, please call
(626) 376-8778.

Six to Nine Years

Independence For Families,
A Non-Profit Corporation
Rose Bowl Tennis

Fifteen to Fifty Years

Ankara Designs
Pasadena Jaycees
Paseo Colorado
Polytechnic School

More Than Fifty Years

Christie, Parker & Hale LLP, 54 yrs
New York Life Insurance, 60 yrs

Join the Chamber’s Online Communities. We've enhanced our internet presence
so that you can access Chamber information and netw ork online. Join in:
Facebook group
www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/group.php?gid=3 2580724490&ref=mf
LinkedIn group  : www.linkedin.com/e/gis/1325987
Chamber Blog : www.pasadenachamber.wordpress.com
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In a press release, the U.S. Postal Service anno unced plans to relocate its East
Pasadena retail operations to a 2,600 square foot p roperty at 3016 East Colorado
Boulevard, four blocks east of its present location . Construction is expected to be
completed on the new site by mid-January. The new f acility will house 1294 postal
boxes and over-the-counter retail operations.

The relocation is part of a nationwide USPS effo rt to cut costs and operate as
efficiently as possible, according to the press rel ease. In the third quarter of 2008,
the Postal Service saw a decline in business of mor e than 9 billion pieces of mail.
The Postal Service does not receive tax dollars to cover the costs of its operations
and facilities. All costs are paid by the sale of p ostage or other USPS products and
services.

“It is important to operate smartly and manage o  ur controllable costs,” said
Pasadena Postmaster Ramela Younekian. “We were payi ng foir much more space
than we required in East Pasadena, This move willb e economically beneficial to
the Postal Service and our customers can be assured they will continue to receive
the same excellent service.”

Postal Service regulations require outreach to |
notification before any station relocations.

ocal elected officials and public
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Likewise, Jim Locke at Axon Tech has
been helping us upgrade our hardware and
software. He has also suggested more ways
we can build our community of members
and facilitate networking and promotional
opportunities online.

A year ago, | found a supportive commu-
nity of members. As Chamber members,
you are our greatest asset, and the loyal
friendship of so many Chamber members
is of great value. For many, that loyalty
led them to find ways beyond paying dues
and attending events to give back in sup-
port of the Chamber.

Richard Barrett of Cyntron generously
offered to provide our payroll services.
Thornton and Fathy bid a very competi-
tive price for our annual financial review
and tax preparation. Adele Warner of  Ac-
counting 4 It has taken very good care of
our books, while Citizens Business
Bank , Community Bank and ProBiz
Bank have kept our accounts secure.

Member support has been crucial as we
expand our activities. Buca di Beppo , El
Portal and Sharky's Woodfired Mexi-
can Grill  hosted programs for us. Pat
Rosengren of Huntington Advertising
gave a free marketing workshop. Shop
Local exists due to the generosity of
Volkswagen Pasadena , Sign Solutions
Pasadena NOW , Pasadena Weekly
THE Magazine , Pasadena Outlook,
Pasadena Independent and The San
Marino Tribune and our partnership
with the City of Pasadena and Art Cen-
ter College of Design . Robin’s Wood-
fire BBQ even gave gift certificates for the
students who created the campaign.

Throughout the year, Chamber members
provide support for our activities in many,
many ways. Foothill Vocational Oppor-
tunities  processes our newsletter and
other bulk mailings for us at a very com-
petitive rate. Their clients are very detail
oriented and our business helps Foothill
provide job opportunities for developmen-
tally disabled people. Glendale Printing
gave us a terrific rate to print the newslet-
ter. For December’s President’s Breakfast,
Bickley Printing was responsible for the
invitations while West Coast Trophy
provided awards and recognitions and
Milestone Products , SportzBling and
Macy’s gave favors for guests and gifts for
those we honored. Jacob Maarse deco-
rated the tables. Many, many others sup-
port us throughout the year.

We are also graced with an excellent
staff. Kelly Shearer, Linda Whaley and
Leanne Goff work very hard to see that the
needs of Chamber members are met.

Together, we can build on our strengths
and grow the partnerships that can lead to
further successes. Thank you for every-
thing you do for the Chamber.

Happy New Year!
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7118 9 2:%%22 The Pasadena Center Operating Company is proud to host,
Paradens 71180 2:21° ; < for a second America’ igi l h
WIS a4 035 286" % year, America's most prestigious cycli ng race, the
Amgen Tour of California . The event will take place on February
21, 2009 at the Rose Bowl. Included is a Lifestyle Festival, Kid
Zone, Free Kids Bike Race& Educational Programs for Local
* - Schools. All are great opportunities for businesses to sup port the
- community.
This Tour de France-style road race features eli te pro cycling
01'2' wg & teams from around the world competing for the highe st prize
6. " $$%"4 . - @ - : purse of any cycling race in North America. The Amgen Tour of
"3 @ ) 012 " California will bring thousands of spectators to Pasadena. As a
5.& 6. $$3 sponsor, local businesses can capitalize on all of the media atten-
10 tion and exposure that comes with hosting a stage f or this inter-
—_— "3 B nationally acclaimed bike race. Sponsorships are av ailable and
. : : A= range from $2,500 and $25,000. Sponsorship brings a wide range
& 3 @@ a4 of benefits. For more information, please call Jane t Zaluda at
6 6 5 6B (626) 793-2122, extension 203 or email
& .sC A : jzaluda@pasadenacenter.com.
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Save the Date * " * I "H
Luncheon Alliance 1/ " :
No January Luncheon Alli- 2" 34 The Board of Trustees of Art Center College of D esign

ance. Next is February 4th
Breakfast Connection
Thursday, January 8th
Brookside Golf Club
1133 N. Rosemont, 7 a.m.

Please reserve your place by noon
on the Monday prior to the event.

Please review the enclosed
flyers for important information
about upcoming events, a cal-
endar of Chamber events and
special offers and information
from other Chamber members.

If you would like to advertise
by putting a flyer in the Pasa-
dena Commerce newsletter,
please contact Leanne at (626)
795-3355 or email
leanne@pasadena-
chamber.org for information.
Flyers in the newsletter are a
very inexpensive way to reach
out to Chamber members.

Join Chamber member Craig
Valine of the Glazer-Kennedy In-
sider's Circle  for Magnetic Market-
ing: How To Attract All The Good
Customers - In Any Economy. The
workshop will be held at the Rose
Bowl Press Box (Gate F) at 1001
Rose Bowl Drive from 8:00 a.m. to
10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 13.

The workshop will be packed with
great tips, tools, and strategies you
can use immediately. You will be
amazed at how simple these strate-
gies are!

The Art of Small Business Survival
is sponsored by the City of Pasa-
dena , the Foothill Workforce In-
vestment Board  and the Pasadena
Chamber of Commerce. For more
information or to register please call
(626) 744-4660 or visit
www.cityofpasadena.net/asbs.

appointed Dr. Frank L. Ellsworth interim president
while they launch a formal search for a new presiden t.

Dr. Ellsworth brings a broad range of experience in
higher education. In more than 40 years as an educat or,
he has served as president of Pitzer College, Presi dent of
the Independent Colleges of Southern California and
President of the Japan Society of New York. He has
taught or served in the administration of Columbia Un  i-
versity, Sarah Lawrence College, Pennsylvania State
University and The University of Chicago. He is act  ive
in cultural and community affairs, inclusing serving on
the board of Give2Asia, the Paul Taylor Dance Found a-
tion, Global Partners Institute, and the American
Friends, National Portrait Gallery (London).

Since starting in October, Dr. Ellsworth has wor
connect students, faculty and staff with the educat
mission of Art Center College of Design. He has also
refocused efforts on fundraising for scholarships.
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If you would prefer to receive the Chamber
Newsletter via email in electronic form, please
email your request to kelly@pasadena-
chamber.org.



