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   2009 was a very dynamic and exciting 
year for our Chamber. Despite a challenged 
and challenging economy, we were able to 
maintain a balanced budget. We did reduce 
expenditures for the current year, but did 
that without impacting our staff or curtail-
ing services we provide to members. 

   Our member rolls are growing as more 
businesses discover the value Chamber 
membership can provide. I am very pleased 
with the diversity of new members and 
appreciate the loyalty of those who have 
supported the Chamber over the years. Our 
primary goal as an organization remains 
providing services and support to enhance 
the prosperity of our members.   

   In 2009, our Chamber had a number of 
successes as an advocate for our local busi-
ness community. We continue to enjoy a 
very strong, collaborative relationship with 
elected and appointed officials at the local, 
county, state and federal level. Our advo-
cacy on issues as broad ranging as climate 
change, health care reform and local trans-
portation needs has been impactful.  

   In 2009, I was among a delegation that 
discussed stimulus funding with Larry 
Summers, the director of President 
Obama’s National Economic Council. We 
discussed TARP funding and how it could 
be more beneficial to Southern California. I 
also had a chance to sit down with Nancy 
Sutley, chair of the White Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality to talk about greenhouse 
gas legislation and how California can 
maintain its leadership position in dealing 
with climate change without compromising 
our economic competitiveness. We have also 
been in communication with our Washing-
ton representatives urging fairness as they 
deliberate healthcare reform.  

   The Chamber has also been very success-
ful at making sure the perspective of our 
business community is heard during delib-
erations on items that could impact our 
economy and members.  We worked very 
hard to support projects we determined to 
be positive additions to our local economy, 
including modest office developments at 
Fair Oaks and California and El Molino 
and Colorado in Pasadena. The Chamber 
has also been energetic in trying to have 
the business community heard during the 
first phases of Pasadena’s General Plan 
revision process, as well.  

   Chamber staff and Board members meet 
regularly with all of our local representa-
tives and engage with governing bodies in a 
wide variety of ways. For 2010, we will 
continue our aggressive advocacy on behalf 
of our members and our local economy.              
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   The New Year will bring several changes at the P asadena Chamber of Commerce. The 
Board and staff have worked very hard to envision w ays the Chamber can better provide 
services to our membership. Among the changes you w ill see are:    
· On January 1st, the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce wi ll move our offices to 

844 East Green Street, Suite 208. Our new offices a re better configured for our 
purposes and will enhance our ability to serve memb ers, host meetings and hold 
small gatherings. Look for an Open House announceme nt in February.  

· The Chamber will undertake a complete revamping of our web site to enhance 
functionality for members and sharpen our message a nd image for visitors to the 
site. We are currently reviewing options and costs.  We anticipate the new web 
site unveiling in late spring.  

· We continue to enhance our current web site and wil l be adding a members clas-
sified page in early 2010. That page will provide a  forum for members to buy, 
sell, donate and exchange items they don’t sell in the normal course of business.  

· Our Breakfast Connection networking event will move  to The University Club 
beginning in January, 2010.  

· The Chamber will partner with Axon Tech and Microsoft to present a series of 
technology-related seminars for members. We will in augurate Technology Tues-
day at the University Club on January 19th at 9:00 a.m. with Technology Plan-
ning for Small Business .   

· The Chamber’s partnerships with the City of Pasaden a and the Workforce In-
vestment Board will be strengthened as we collabora te on more projects that pro-
vide benefits to Chamber members, the business comm unity and local economy. 

· The Chamber will redouble our efforts to provide bu siness opportunity for mem-
bers through referrals, contacts, networking events  and other activities. We will 
create more opportunities for members to network, e nhance business opportuni-
ties and benefit from the dividends Chamber members hip can provide.             
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   Local dignitaries, foodies and fans of Bravo TV’ s Top Chef gathered at the Langham 
Huntington Hotel  in December for a watch party to view the finale o f the 2009 competi-
tion. One of the three finalists was Michael Voltag gio, Chef de Cuisine at the Dining 
Room at the Langham. 
   After eliminating one of the final contenders, Top Chef co-host Padma Lakshmi an-
nounced that Michael Voltaggio was Top Chef for 2009.     
   "We are thrilled about Chef Michael Voltaggio’s per-
formance on Top Chef and continue to be impressed 
with the innovative culinary techniques he brings t o 
The Dining Room ,” said Martin P. Nicholson, Manag-
ing Director of The Langham Huntington, Pasadena. 
“We look forward to Chef Voltaggio taking the helm of 
our new restaurant in 2010 and providing exceptiona l 
culinary experiences for our guests. Michael’s winn ing 
will be very good for Pasadena, as well.”   
   Chef Voltaggio consistently placed in the top fi nish-
ers throughout the Top Chef season. He was know for 
his innovative approach to each week’s challenge an d 
his creative use of ingredients, precise preparatio n and 
exquisite presentation of food.  
   “Cynthia and I dined there on Saturday and it wa s food as art,” said Chamber member 
Jim McDermott. “It was fabulous! I absolutely recom mend it.”    
   The Dining Room is one of only two Michelin star-rated restaurants in Pasadena. In the 
entire Los Angeles area, only 20 eateries have Mich elin star ratings.      
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   New members Bryan Sanders of  Farmer’s 
Insurance  and 
Dee Kuchler and 
Mike Mastro of the 
Fire Family 
Foundation were 
recognized at the 
Luncheon Alliance 
in December.  

   Kerry Robinson of Rose City Lavanderia 
and Brad Wines of Bernards  were also wel-
comed at the lunch at Altadena Town and 
Country Club.     
   New members Joyce Millikan of Character 
Works and Wendy Kikkert of the Intimate 
Opera Company brought their holiday spirit 
to the December Breakfast Connection at 
Brookside Golf Club.  
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   Caltech Presents features Garry Krinsky  on Saturday, January 23rd at 2 
p.m. in Beckman Auditorium. For information call (6 26) 395-4652 or visit 
www.events.caltech.edu.    
   Boston Court Performing Arts Center offers memberships for only $88. 
Luis Alfaro’s Oedipus El Rey opens Fenruary 17th. F or more information call 
(626) 683-6883 or visit www.bostoncourt.org.   
   Santa Anita Park opened its 75th season of racing on December 26th. The Great Race Place hosts the Sunshine Millions on 
Saturday, January 30th. Santa Anita Park will host Pasadena Chamber Day on March 20th.    
   Sares Regis Group was honored as Anaheim’s Green Business of the Year .    
   Brian Muirhead returned to the Jet Propulsion Laboratory as chief engineer.    
   Micro Trends offers Chamber members free diagnostics on all comp uters, 20% off labor costs, a free one-hour on-site  tech-
nology assessment and 5% off any computer hardware purchase. Visit www.micro-trends.com for more infor mation.   
   The Pasadena Museum of History offers Southern C alifornians $1 off the price of regular admission. Docent tours are of-
fered Wednesday through Friday at 1:30 p.m. and wee kends at 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.     
   Verdugo Hills Showtime Chorus offers Singing Valentines on February 12th, 13th an d 14th. Want your loved one sere-
naded by a women’s barbershop quartet for Valentine ’s Day? Call (626) 797-1732 for more information.   
   Fourteen physicians at City of Hope were recognized for developing, training and suppor ting information systems at the 
National Hospital Foundation’s Hospital Hero Awards . 
   Villa Esperanze Services recognized the achievements of its adult clients at  a special awards dinner.  
   Waiting for Godot returns to A Noise Within for ten performances only  beginning January 16th. For more information or 
to purchase tickets call (818) 265-7964 or visit ww w.anoisewithin.org. .  
   Pianist Howard Shelley joins the Pasadena Symphony for a program of Russian classics on Saturday, Janu ary 16th at 
8:00 p.m. in the Pasadena Civic Auditorium . Call (626) 793-7172, extension 16 or visit www.Pa sadenaSymphony-Pops.org. 
   Bethune Theatredanse celebrates its 30th anniversary with four special p erformances of the Wyland-inspired multi-
media production of Silent Roar on February 5th, 6t h and 7th. Visit www.bethunetheatredanse.org for in formation. 
   Dr. Maria Sulindro-Ma and the staff at Aesthetic and Anti-Aging  Medicine host an open house at 890 South Arroyo 
Parkway in Pasadena on January 18th at 4:00 p.m. RS VP to (626) 403-9000 to attend.  
    

Ajilon Professional Staffing,  
   Laura Vorreyer (818) 845-6100 
Baskin Robbins, Edwin Amirian (626) 
844-3631 
Bradbury Park Apartments,  
   Jessica Campos (626) 359-9999 
Century 21 Golden Realty,  
   Aida Dimejian (626) 797-7622 
John L. Cooper, Jr., (323) 240-3993 
Elizabeth House, Debora Unruh   
   (626) 577-4434 
Fitzgerald and Green, Attorneys at  
   Law, Kathryn Fitzgerald  
   (626) 449-8433 
Flintridge Operating Foundation,  
   Karen Gerst (626) 449-0839 
Gold Class Cinemas,  
   Danielle Deojay (626) 639-2260 
John Moran Auctioneers, Inc.,  
   Paul Fisher (626) 793-1833 
La Fiesta Grande Mexican Restaurant  
   & Cantina,  
   Erasmo Delgado  (626)795- 5577                               
Law Offices of Stephen G. Rodriguez  
   & Associates, Stephen Rodriguez  
   (213) 223-2173 
Novotny’s Antique Gallery,  
   Shauna Novotny (626) 577-9660 
Printing Control,  
   Rod Salazar (626) 221-9611 
Roni Deutch Tax Center,  
   Raymond Ng (310) 920-4337 
Sanders Insurance Agency,  
   Bryan Sanders (626) 200-5876 
Skybox Event Productions,  
   Ngoc Nguyen (949) 293-9510 
Waste Less Living, Inc., Christine  
   Lenches-Hinkel (626) 786-5947 

   New member Rose City Lavanderia marked one year of operation with a 
celebration and ribbon cutting in December.   

   The Mejia family 
hosted a ribbon cut-
ting for CIBA Real 
Estate Services at 
the Pasadena Mu-
seum of History . 
The Mejia’s are pro-
filed in Family Sto-
ries  at the history 
museum. �
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One to Five Years  
Barbara Rocha and Associates 
Beacon Media News 
Bodyscape Integrative Physical  
   Therapy 
Cushman & Wakefield, Steve  
   Marcussen 
Don Cuco Mexican Restaurants 
F & M Business Center 
Harvest Rock Church 
HealthCare Partners 
Howett Isaza Law Group LLP 
KBD Construction 
Murphy Law Group 
Renewal by Andersen 
Dave & Buster’s 

SGI Construction Management 
Shambhala Meditation Center  
   Los Angeles 
 
Six to Nine Years  
Masters Hair Studio 
 
Ten to Fourteen Years  
Awesome Entertainment 
Event Specialists 
Pasadena Conservatory of Music 
Security Design Systems 
 
Fifteen to Fifty Years  
Ability First 
The Business Park of Pasadena 
Child Educational Center 

Consolidated Disposal Services 
Dickson Podley Realtors 
Green Hotel Apartments 
Holmes Body Shop 
Jane S. Caughey 
Pasadena Enterprise Center 
Pasadena Women’s Medical  
   Group, Inc 
Richard W. Jackson, CPA 
Rosemary Children’s Services 
Space Bank Mini Storage 
 
More Than Fifty Years  
New York Life Insurance �
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   The Amirian family’s newest Baskin Robbins opened at 60 East Colorado in Old Pasadena with a g rand ribbon cutting 

ceremony attended by many family and friends. 
Chamber Ambassadors and staff were on hand for the 
grand opening celebration along with Rita Hadjima-
noukian representing Supervisor Mike Antonovich and  
Tanganica Turner representing Assemblymember An-
thony Portantino. 
   Sparagna and Sparagna Resolution Solutions 
opened their office at 140 North Hill Avenue in Pas a-
dena. Budincich Chiropractic Clinic  kicked off 
their 25th anniversary year at the same time. Dr. M i-
chael Budincich and Diana Sparagna hosted a recep-

tion. Celebrants included friends, family, clients,  our Chamber Ambassadors and Julianne Hines from As semblymember 
Portantino’s Office.   
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   With the hosting of both Pasadena’s traditional New  Year celebrations on January 
1st and the Citi BCS National Championship Game six  days later, our region is 
poised to enjoy a tremendous economic windfall. A r ecent USC Marshall School of 
Business study showed that the Rose Bowl Game contr ibutes $27 million in direct 
spending in the City of Pasadena. A UCLA Ander-
son School study a few years prior indicated that 
New Year events in Pasadena put more than $300 
million into the Southern California economy.   
   We know there will be visitors in Pasadena for a ll 
these events. Judging by interest in both games, 
our area could be inundated with two waves of visi-
tors, the first from Oregon and Ohio, the second 
Texas and Alabama fans. That is very good news 
for our hotels, restaurants, attractions and muse-
ums. It is also very good news for our region. 
   It is not only Pasadena hotels that benefit. We have only about 2500 hotel rooms in 
Pasadena to accommodate visitors. The rest of those  who come for the Rose Parade 
and Rose Bowl, or the BCS game, stay all over South ern California. Their money is 
spent in Santa Monica, Los Angeles, Newport Beach, Orange County, Monrovia, San 
Gabriel and in communities throughout our region. P asadena’s New Year festivities 
create an economic boom throughout the region.    
   This is a terrific opportunity for Pasadena to s howcase itself to the world, and for 
our Rose Bowl to shine. The income from these event s is also crucial for the Rose 
Bowl to realize income necessary to implement plans  to restore and upgrade the sta-
dium.  

Celebrate Pasadena Hosting the BCS 
Championship with a  

TAILGATE PARTY 

Tuesday, January 5th from 6:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. at Paseo Colorado 
280 East Colorado in Pasadena 

 
ENTERTAINMENT BY  

THE BOOGIE KNIGHTS 
 

Sponsored by the Pasadena Chamber of 
Commerce, Pasadena Convention and Visi-

tor’s Bureau, Pasadena Magazine, Paseo 
Colorado, Thorson Motor Center and the 

City of Pasadena 
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���District 3 of the Professionals in Hu-
man Resources Association and the 
Pasadena Chamber are collaborating to 
offer members of each group the opportu-
nity to take part in the other’s activities. 
PIHRA offers monthly human resource-
related breakfast discussions at Huntington 
Hospital. Chamber members can take part 
at the PIHRA member rate of $30 per meet-
ing, or can subscribe to at an annual rate of 
$200. Meetings are held the second Tuesday 
of each month at 7:00 a.m. For information, 
email pihra3@yahoo.com.  �
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Save the Date 
Luncheon Alliance 

There is no networking lunch 
in January. The next will be 

held on Wednesday, February 
3rd at Altadena Town and 
Country Club , 11:45 a.m. 

Breakfast Connection 
 Thursday, January 14th at 

our new location, The   
University Club at  

175 N. Oakland Avenue in 
Pasadena at 7 a.m. 

 
Please reserve your place by noon 
on the Monday prior to the event. 

 

To receive the Chamber News-
letter electronically, email 

kelly@pasadena-chamber.org.   
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   Advertising dollars are scarce, but there are ec o-
nomical ways to reach customers. The Chamber of-
fers a very inexpensive way to advertise with fello w 
members. You can put a flyer in the newsletter. We 
mail to 1000 members and email to another 1250. 
For a modest insertion fee, you can deliver your fl y-
ers to the Chamber membership. Let the Chamber 
stretch your advertising dollars. For more informa-
tion, or to put a flyer in the newsletter, please c on-
tact Leanne Goff at the Chamber office at (626) 795 -
3355 or email leanne@pasadena-chamber.org. 
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   300 Pasadena was honored as one of the Best Bowling Alleys in 
Southern California by Los Angeles magazine. 300 Pasadena was 
lauded in the December issue. “At Pasadena’s 300, t he game itself-
not just the furniture-has gone upscale. A sizing g uide helps ensure 
you get the right ball. Shoes were delivered to our  booth, as were 
signature drinks and tasty finger foods that includ ed sliders, 
shrimp skewers, and Vietnamese summer rolls. Music videos play 
on projections screens, and the private 300 Club-wi th seven lanes 
and a separate bar-can be rented out for parties,” the reviewer said 
while naming 300 Pasadena the best new bowling expe rience for 
those who love the sport. 300 Pasadena is located at 3545 East 
Foothill Boulevard in Hastings Ranch. For more info rmation, call 
(626) 351-8858    
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   As a result of the generosity of 
Monique Stover of Seagreen Soft-
ware , the Chamber can utilize 
online event registrations and ac-
cept secure credit and debit card 
payment through PayPal . Go to the 
Chamber website at www.pasadena-
chamber.org, click on event registra-
tion and follow the directions. It is 
easy and saves you paying the stan-
dard credit card surcharge.  
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Beginning in Janu-
ary, the Chamber’s 
networking Break-
fast Connection will 
move to the Univer-
sity Club at 175 
North Oakland in 
Pasadena. Breakfast 
will remain on the 
second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 
a.m. Costs for those 
reserving in advance 
will remain the 
same. Parking stays 
free.     
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   Again this holiday season, the Chamber and the C ity of Pasadena 
teamed for our Grow Your Community, Shop Pasadena informational cam-
paign. This is not just a holiday season effort, bu t is something to consider 
all year long. We ask everyone, in as much as is po ssible, to support our 
fellow businesses by doing your holiday shopping he re in Pasadena. Local 
schools, parks, libraries, police and fire services  receive funding based on 
taxes generated by local business. When you patroni ze your fellow busi-
nesses, you ensure their ongoing viability as well as the vitality of our local 
economy. Our campaign is supported by CBS Outdoor , Pasadena NOW , 
Pasadena Outlook , the Pasadena Star-News and Rose Magazine , 
Pasadena Weekly, Business Life  and Arroyo Magazine . It was con-
ceived as a collaboration between the Chamber and t he City of Pasadena, 
with conceptual and design services provided by stu dents at Art Center 
College of Design .   
   Shopping locally keeps your money in the communi ty where you live, 
work and do business.  Not only are local businesse s able to remain open 
and employ local workers, but money is returned to 
the city. For every $100 spent in Pasadena $1 comes  
back to Pasadena. So, for a $30,000 automobile, 
$300 is returned to Pasadena’s general fund. That 
may not seem like much, but, to provide perspec-
tive, it takes approximately 300 moderately priced 
auto sales to underwrite the annual salary of a po-
lice officer. You can see that spending money local ly 
can have a direct impact on both the quality of lif e 
for residents and the prosperity of businesses, bot h 
of which depend on safe streets, neighborhoods and 
business districts.  
   As the holiday season becomes spring, please re-
member to support your local businesses with your 
spending. Shopping locally can help our community g row and our busi-
nesses prosper. As the Art Center campaign says, Grow Your Community, 
Shop Pasadena, You just might get more than you paid for.           


