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   I had the chance to travel to Washing-
ton, D.C. with local business, community 
and government leaders to discuss the 
needs of our region with federal legisla-
tors, Obama administration officials and 
their staff members. It was an illuminat-
ing trip, possibly a productive one, as well. 

    One thing we can be certain of is that 
the recession will continue. I was heart-
ened to hear Lawrence Summers the chair 
of President Obama’s National Economic 
Council express confidence that the eco-
nomic stimulus would have a positive 
impact, he also told us our situation is 
grim and we need to cope for the next six 
months to a year. 

   This week the Obama administration 
announced significant additional funding 
for the Small Business Administration. 
This money is intended to be used for 
loans to help small businesses, the back-
bone of our economy, survive the reces-
sion. Some loans may become available to 
purchase inventory, maintain payroll and 
retool. That is good news. 

   We should remember that the idea that 
put us all in business in the first place is 
equally vital today. Whether we’ve been in 
business for two decades, two years or two 
months, the talent, fortitude and creativ-
ity that got our business started can carry 
us through today.  

   The Chamber has been in existence for 
more than 120 years. Our mission is the 
same, though we fulfill it very differently 
today. I have been here for 15 months and 
will not profess expertise.  

   I have learned from many of you who 
have succeeded. For example: 

   Put one foot in front of the other.  Don’t 
try to do too many things at once, finish 
the important tasks and move on.  

   Consider alternative points of view.  Use 
trusted touchstones, ask what they think, 
get input, and examine other points of 
view before making significant changes. 

   Challenge preferences.  Are we doing 
something because that is how we’ve al-
ways done it? Is there a better way? A 
more productive approach? Will an inno-
vation enhance profitability? Would a 
change make our product more attractive 
to customers?  

   Study mistakes.  Success doesn’t come 
easily. Mistakes are made. Why didn’t 
that innovation work? Even successes can 
be improved upon. Introspection can lead 
to greater success.   

   Persevere and prosper .  Be patient, de-
termined and strong to survive.    
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   The newly expanded Pasadena Convention Center  celebrates its official grand 
opening with a three-day celebration, April 3rd to 5th. Festivities will include a Ribbon 
Cutting ceremony on Friday, April 3rd at noon and a  by-invitation black-tie dinner and 
celebration that evening. The public is invited 
to view the new facility while enjoying free ad-
mission to the Home Remodeling & Decorating 
Show. The show will run Friday, April 3 from 
noon to 8 p.m., Saturday, April 4 from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 5 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.  
   “The Pasadena Convention Center is an im-
portant community asset, and we are proud to 
showcase it to our residents,” said Michael Ross, 
CEO of the Pasadena Center Operating 
Company (PCOC). The expanded Center will host consumer show s and events that will 
be of interest to many residents. It will also brin g increased business to our shops and 
restaurants, as well as to nearby hotels.”  
   The $150 million Convention Center offers 60,000  square feet of exhibit space and a 
new 25,000-square-foot ballroom. The conference bui lding has been renovated and out-
fitted with a new façade.  
   The Chamber’s Inaugural Gala will be held in the  Center’s new ballroom on July 10th.  
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   The First Annual Pasadena Chamber of Commerce Sp ring Golf Tournament 
tees off at noon on Friday April 10th at Brookside Golf Club . The tournament 
will be followed by a cocktail reception with a hos ted bar at the Brookside club-
house. After a round of golf, enjoy drinks with fri ends and colleagues, an awards 
presentation and a raffle. Even if you don’t golf, you can support the Chamber 
by advertising your business with a tee sign, booth  or by donating a raffle prize.   
   Information, registration and sponsorship materi als are available now. Plan to 
join us to support the Chamber and have some fun wi th fellow Chamber mem-
bers at our first spring golf tournament.  
   American Golf  and Brookside Golf Club  have joined in helping sponsor the 
event that raises significant funds to support the programs and operations of the 
Chamber. Corporate Center Pasadena is generously sponsoring the event at 
the Gold level. Charter Communications is sponsoring at the Silver level. 
Join them, and many other Chamber members for a 
fun spring afternoon of golf. 
   Volkswagen Pasadena is providing a beautiful 

New Beetle Convertible as 
the hole-in-one prize. IUOE 
Local 12  has donated a 35” 
TV as a grand raffle prize.          
   For information, registra-
tion or to become a sponsor, 
please contact Leanne Goff at 
leanne@pasadena-chamber.org or 
call the Chamber office at (626) 

795-3355. Sponsor and Registration 
forms are included with this news-
letter. Please join us!   
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   Taunya Zilkie of Zilk, Inc. and Jerram Swartz and 
Ken Deans of Liaison Group, Inc.  were recognized 
as new members at the Connection Breakfast at 
Brookside Golf Club in March. Tommy Shortess 
and Judy Allen of The Kitchen Standard were wel-
comed as new members at the Luncheon Alliance at 
Altadena Town and Country Club in February 
along with Bill Lewis of AXA Advisors, LLC .  
   CL Keedy and Ron Berry were welcomed by Darren 

Newell of La Grande Orange for 
the Chamber’s Escape from March 
Madness after hours social in 
March. Dozens of guests were treated to exquisite f ood 
and drink in the unique Pasadena location. 
   Pasadena Chamber representatives joined Pasadena  

Mayor Bill Bogaard and a delegation from the greate r Los Angeles area, 
including Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, LA City Counc il President Eric 
Garcetti and Council member and City Controller-ele ct Wendy Greuel in 
Washington D.C. The group heard from Senators Barba ra Boxer and Di-
anne Feinstein as well as Lawrence Summers, Chair o f President Barack 
Obama’s National Economic Council, Congressman Adam  Schiff, 
Obama’s Environmental Council Chair Nancy Sutley an d a variety of 
congressional staffers. The meetings afforded those  from Southern Cali-
fornia an opportunity to discuss local issues and c oncerns and provide a 
viewpoint that is not readily apparent in Washingto n.      
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   Kaiser Permanente  opened its new Los Angeles Medical Center in Holly -
wood with a VIP reception and tour on Friday, March  20th. Ceremonies were 
presided over by Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medi cal Center Executive Di-
rector Mark Costa and Southern California President  Benjamin J. Chu.  
   Rosemary Children’s Services honored 18 of their outstanding employees 
who provide exemplary services to the children, fam ilies and communities served 
by the children’s social service and education orga nization. Employees were rec-
ognized for collaboration, adaptation, respect and excellence at a special awards 
luncheon at Lake Avenue Church .  
   Arnold and Mabel Beckman joined City of Hope leaders and construction 
workers for a topping off ceremony marking the comp letion of construction of the 
frame for the new Arnold and Mabel Beckman Center f or Cancer Immunothera-
peutics and Tumor Immunology 
   Lanie Motley was awarded the Luther Award for se rvice to Historic First 
Lutheran Church in Pasadena . Ms. Motley serves as treasurer of the Altar 
Guild and devotes many hours to ensuring the books are kept, donations tracked 
and bills paid by the Altar Guild. The Luther Award  is named for Luther Rose, 
the church’s office kitten.      
   Los Angeles County Supervisor Mike Antonovich hosts the 12th annual 
Remembering Our Veterans and Their Families celebra tion at Arcadia County 
Park in Arcadia on May 23, 2009.  
   Santa Anita Park offers Free Fridays through the end of the current meet. 
Visitors on Friday get free admission to The Great Race Place and can purchase 
beer, soda, hot dogs, coffee and popcorn for $1.  
   Union Station Homeless Services, Sources Career Dev elopment Pro-
gram presented the Chamber with a Certificate of Recogni tion for our support of 
their workforce re-entry program. Sources provides training, counseling and as-
sistance to help formerly homeless people rejoin th e workforce.    
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  The Pasadena Senior Center  presents 
the First Pasadena Festival of Women Au-
thors on Saturday, April 4th from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Attendees will have the chance 
to hear Coleen Dunn Bates, owner of Pros-
pect Park Books and editor and creator of 
Hometown Pasadena, Elizabeth Hailey au-
thor of A Woman of Independent Means , and 
Fulbright Scholar and author of the Eve Dia-
mond crime novels, Denise Hamilton. In 
addition, authors Ericka Schickel, Gail Tsu-
kiyama and Pamela Samuels Young will 
discuss their work, the writing process and 
interact with attendees. Space is very lim-
ited for this very special event. For informa-
tion or to reserve space, please call (626) 685
-6724.   
   On Thursday April 30th, the Senior Center 
presents the 2009 Confer-
ence on Aging and Educa-
tional Faire  for the 50+ at 
the First Church of the 
N a za r e ne .  Ke y no te 
speaker is Dr. Gary 
Small, Director of the 
UCLA Center on Aging, 
one of the world’s leading 
researchers on memory 
and longevity. Workshops will include Fi-
nancial Freedom, Improving Your Memory, 
Life and Dating after 50 and more. Compli-
mentary breakfast and lunch is included for 
those attending. For information, please 
email shovespian@cityofpasadena.net. 

CIBA Property Management, Inc  
     Ryan Garcia (626) 584-6197 
D. Levi Harrison, M.D., A Professional   
     Corp. D. Levi Harrison M.D.  
     (818) 240-8001 
Edward Jones  
     Thomas C. Buckley (626)351-0246 
Eric Winter (626) 354-8633 
FP Mailing Los Angeles  
     James Dietz (310) 633-3607 
Health Advantage, Health & Wellness  
     Center Lynn Helsabeck  
     (626) 798-7805 
John Blanchard Company, Inc & JBC 
     John Blanchard (626) 576-0345 
Kyocera Direct Sales  
     Weiss Akrami (949) 580-2140 
Liaison Group Inc.  
     Ken Deans (818) 519-7860 
Los Angeles Party Works, Inc.  
     Tom Saelee (626) 305-6655 
Pasadena Magazine  
     Paula Diaz (626) 744-0954 
XO Communications  
     Jorge Saenz (213) 607-8069 
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One to Five Years  
Acura of Glendale 
Altadena Energy & Solar, LLC 
Barbara Rocha & Associates 
Eugene Masuda 
First Federal Bank of California 
Granite Center 
HealthCare Partners 
Leticia Villegas Accountancy Corp 
Lycee International of Los Angeles 
President Thai Restaurant 
Sahara Clinic 
Well Spring 
 
Six to Nine Years  
Attention To Detail 
Colorado Boulevard Self Storage 
Creative Memories 
Guidance Software, Inc 
KPCC/So. California Public Radio 
 
Ten to Fourteen Years  
Alex & Friends Beauty & Bath 
Child Care Information Service 
Dunn Edwards Paints 
Hunt, Ortmann, Palffy, Nieves,  
     Lubka, Darling & Mah, Inc.  
Osmetech Molecular Diagnostics 

Fifteen to Fifty  
American Red Cross-San Gabriel  
Pomona Valley 
California Mission Inn 
Five Acres-The Boys’ & Girls’ Aid  
     Society 
Huntington Medical Research  
      Institute 
In-N-Out Burger, #5 
Jim Konoske Consulting 
Lucas, Horsfall, Murphy &  
      Pindroh, LLP 
Margarita’s 
Marlinda Imperial Convalescent  
     Hospital 
Pasadena Fire Fighters Local 809 
Pasadena Heritage 
Pasadena Inn 
Pasadena Symphony Association 
Women at Work 
 
More Than Fifty Years  
The Gas Company, 89 yrs. 
House of Printing, 51 yrs. 
Langham Huntington Hotel & Spa,  
     89 yrs. 
Martin Werbelow LLP, 79 yrs. 
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  Vroman’s Gives Back program provides that one percent of a sales total be desig-
nated to a local non-profit. One of the recipients is the Pasadena Arts Council . To 
date, Vroman’s has given more than $400,000 to loca l agencies. You can join Vroman’s 
on the Book Bus to the UCLA Festival of Books , April 25th and 26th. For information 
visit www.vromansbookstore.com.       
   After 12 years leading Villa Esperanza Services,  Dottie Nelson retired. Friends, 
well-wishers, supports and community leaders praise d Dottie’s leadership and dedica-
tion at a retirement reception at the University Club on March 20th.  
   Paseo Colorado  hosts an exhibition of pop sculptures by artist Ro mero Britto from April 23rd through May 17th.  
   The President’s Latino Advisory Committee at Pasadena City College is seeking support for the scholarships for Latino 
students. The PLAC is hosting a fundraising breakfa st at Brookside Golf Club on May 7th. For sponsorship or other informa-
tion, please call (626) 585-7065.  
   Solar Perfect, Inc. offers Chamber members a 10% discount on the full p rice of a solar power installation. For a complimen -
tary assessment and estimate, please call 626) 243- 8803 or email wwwalls@gmail.com.  
   The Theatre at Boston Court presents Courting Vampires, the world premiere of Laura Schellhardt’s play, dir ected by Jes-
sica Kubzansky. Previews run April 30th to May 8th with the opening May 9th. The deeply moving allegor y that straddles 
graveyard and courtroom runs through June 7th. For more information, visit www.bostoncourt.com.  
   Drums of Ecstasy , mesmerizing fan dancers, folk music and more are all part of Sounds of Korea at Beckman Auditorium as 
part of Caltech  Presents on Friday, April 24th at 8:00 p.m. For ti ckets or information, please call (626) 395-4652.  
  Jet Propulsion Laboratory  scientist Moustafa Chahine was elected to the Nati onal Academy of Engineering, one of the 
highest professional distinctions accorded engineer s and scientists.  
   Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of Liberia, Afr ica’s first elected female leader, speaks as part o f the Distinguished Speaker 
Series at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium on Wednesday, April 8th. Bestselling author and hum anitarian Greg Mortenson, 
author of Three Cups of Tea, finishes out the season on May 6th. For informati on, please call (310) 546-6222. 
   The Pasadena Humane Society ’s Pet Loss Support Group meets at Pasadena High Sc hool on the first Saturday of the 
month. For more information, please call (626) 793- 7822 or visit www.petgriefsupport.com.   
   A Noise Within dedicated its 2009 season to the DePietro family. T he DePietros have provided rehearsal and performanc e 
space to the acclaimed classical theater group. The  troupe’s current production of The Taming of the Shrew closes May 17th.  
    The American Red Cross kicks off Thank You Thursdays on April 9th. The informal reception at the Pasadena headqua r-
ters at 430 Madeline Drive are intended to thank th e community for their interest, involvement in or s upport of the Red Cross. 
   J Beverly Hills Salon at 820 Green Street donated a portion of their rece ipts for the month of April to 5 Acres .    
   Huntington Hospital placed the first steel into their $76 million expan sion of the Emergency Department. The four story 
building will include a state-of-the-art emergency room and support services intended to help the hosp ital better serve the needs 
of the community.       
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   Are you considering layoffs to 
make your bottom line balance? 
Need cash to maintain your work-
force? Need help and support for 
your business? The Workforce 
Investment Board (WIB) may be 
able to help. On the Job Training 
funds may be available to help you 
retain your workers. Expertise and 
referrals can help you access the 
information, tools and support you 
need to keep going. For informa-
tion, please call the Workforce In-
vestment Board at (626) 584-8395.     
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���The Pasadena Film Office is hosting 
an informational meeting on April 
19th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for 
anyone wanting to rent their business 
or home for filming. The workshop will 
cover items such as: what to expect, 
promoting your property to the film 
industry, protecting your property, 
working with neighbors cooperatively 
and how to utilize the Pasadena Film 
Office to help you lease your business 
for filming. For more information or to 
register please send an email to       
filmoffice@cityofpasadena.net.  �
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Save the Date 
Luncheon Alliance 

Wednesday, April 1st  
Altadena Town and Country 

Club, 11:45 a.m. 
Breakfast Connection 

 Thursday, April 9th  
Brookside Golf Club 

1133 N. Rosemont, 7 a.m. 
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If you would prefer to receive the Chamber 

newsletter via email in electronic form,  
please email your request to  

   Please review the enclosed 
flyers for important information 
about upcoming events, a cal-
endar of Chamber events and 
special offers and information 
from other Chamber members. 
   If you would like to advertise 
by putting a flyer in the Pasa-
dena Commerce newsletter, 
please contact Leanne at (626) 
7 9 5 - 3 3 5 5  o r  e m a i l 
l e a n n e @ p a s a d e n a -
chamber.org for information. 
Flyers in the newsletter are a 
very inexpensive way to reach 
out to Chamber members. 
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  Daniel Morales of the Small Business 
Development Center will examine the 
four most common web business models: 
product sales, service sales, information 
delivery and online communities. He 
will discuss how each can be profitable, 
what revenue sources are available, 
what functionalities are required and 
what components are needed to set up 
and operate a successful web business.      
   Join us at the Rose Bowl Press Box 
(1001 Rose Bowl Drive, enter through 
Gate F) from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on 
April 14th for this free  informational 
seminar. A free continental break-
fast will be provided.      
   The FREE seminar is sponsored by 
the City of Pasadena , the Foothill 
Workforce Investment Board and 
the Pasadena Chamber . For more 
information or to register please call 
( 6 2 6 )  7 4 4 - 4 6 6 0  o r  v i s i t 
www.cityofpasadena.net/asbs.  

   On Sunday, April 5th at 3:00 p.m., the Pasadena 
Public Library hosts Luis Alberto Urrea, author of 
The Hummingbird’s Daughter , who will share his 
experiences writing this year’s One City, One Story 
selection. Mr. Urrea will discuss the book, the wri t-
ing experience and answer questions at the event at  
the Pasadena Convention Center . 
   Mr. Urrea is a prolific and acclaimed writer of 11 
books. He is also a poet and essayist who was a 200 5 
Pulitzer Prize finalist for nonfiction. He is also am 
ember of the Latino Literature Hall of Fame.  The 
Hummingbird’s Daughter relates the story of Tere-
sita, a distant relative of the author, who comes t o 
terms with the power of faith, when a near-death 
experience leaves her with healing powers.  
   One City, One Story encourages everyone in the 
city to share the experience of reading the same 
book at the same time.  
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Pasadena Chamber of Commerce  
 

Inaugural Gala  
 

Friday, July 10, 2009  
in the new Grand Ballroom  

of the Pasadena Convention Center 
 

Hosted Cocktails, Hors D ’Oeuvres 
and Silent Auction at 6:00 p.m. 

D inner at 7:30 p.m.     


