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   Sometimes it’s hard to find a bright 
spot. Our economy is changing fast -- 
globally, nationally, and locally. 
We’re experiencing the tumult of the 
housing, mortgage and financial cri-
ses and the potential credit card 
meltdown. In Pasadena, unemploy-
ment is up. Empty store fronts tar-
nish downtown. Retailers and restau-
rateurs report sagging sales. The 
office vacancy rate is in double digits. 
So, what can we do?  
   As we enter the holiday season, our 
thoughts of doing for others and 
helping those less fortunate can ap-
ply to our economy and local business 
community. It’s simple: we can all 
support each other. We can work to-
gether so that every individual’s 
prosperity is the responsibility of 
each of us. By supporting each other 
-- shopping at local stores, referring 
customers, giving advice -- we can 
help our local economy and our-
selves. With an uncertain economy, 
the Chamber and our members can 
be a vital partner in every one’s abil-
ity to cope, endure and prosper.       
   The Chamber’s mission is simple: 
‘To be an effective economic and po-
litical force for our membership.’ But 
we are more than that, too. 
   The Chamber can serve as a re-
source for information, a staunch 
advocate for business and economic 
development and a strategic partner 
in facilitating members' goals. The 
Chamber promotes Pasadena’s eco-
nomic health and supports an excel-
lent small city environment for busi-
ness, residents and visitors. 
   At the Chamber, we can help pro-
vide resources and effective strate-
gies for our members to enhance 
their vitality and find real solutions 
through networking, referrals, access 
to advertising and more.  
   Computer scientist Alan Kay said, 
“The best way to predict the future is 
to invent it.” We are here to help in-
vent a future that includes prosperity 
for Chamber members.   
 

   The Pasadena Chamber of Commerce will honor The Tournament of 
Roses Association  and 2008-09 Tournament President Corky Conzonire a t 
our annual President's Breakfast at the Westin Pasadena on Thursday, 
December 4, 2008. Breakfast begins promptly at 
7:30 a.m. We celebrate Hats Off to Entertainment 
with special guests Rose Queen Courtney Lee and 
the Royal Court. Macy’s Pasadena , SportzBling 
and Chamber staff are providing gifts for the Royal  
Court and President. Milestone Products gener-
ously donated commemorative gifts for each guest.    
   As owner of The Hat restaurants, Mr. Conzonire, 
has been an important and supportive Chamber member  for many years.    
   Tickets to the President's Breakfast are $65 eac h. Corporate tables of ten 
are $550 and sponsorships are $1000. Those sponsori ng the event receive a 
table with recognition and will enjoy breakfast wit h the Rose Queen or a 
member of the Royal Court as their guest. This year , parking is included in 
the cost. For information or to receive an invitati on, please call the Chamber 
office at (626) 795-3355.  

   Join the Pasadena Chamber Ambassa-
dors for our annual Holiday Party at Cas-
tle Catering (in the Castle Green) on 
Thursday, December 11th at 5:00 p.m. 
The party is organized and executed by 
the Ambassadors. This year, we are very 
grateful to Ron Hobbs and Castle Cater-
ing for generously donating hors d’oeu-
vres and providing the venue.   
   The Chamber Holiday Party is also the 
culmination of the Chamber's annual toy 
drive to support local children's service 
organizations. This year, the beneficiaries 
are the children of Five Acres and Hill-
sides , organiza-
tions that work 
with foster youth. 
Chamber mem-
bers and others 
are asked to do-
nate an un-
wrapped toy or 
gift card. Those 
donating 
toys at the 
Holiday 
Party re-
ceive $5 off 
admission 
to the fes-
tive holi-
day event.  

   This year, the annual holiday celebra-
tion will be preceded by the Chamber's 
annual meeting for members at 4:30. 
Chamber Board Chair Willis Chapman 
and CEO and President Paul Little will 
report on Chamber accomplishments for 
the 2007-08 fiscal year, finances and goals 
and objectives for the 2008-09 fiscal year.    
   If you want to donate to the Chamber 
Toy Drive you can bring an unwrapped 
toy to the Holiday Party or leave it at the 
Chamber offices.  For more information 
about the Toy Drive or Holiday party, 
please call the Chamber office at (626) 

795-3355.  
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   Macy’s Pasadena re-opened the historic store on South Lake Avenue w ith a 
gala celebration on November 21st. Mayor Bill Bogaa rd and general manager Del 
Hernandez welcomed Macy’s West Chairman and CEO Jef f Gennette who helped 
cut the ribbon on the newly refur-
bished department store.      
   New members Daniela Romero of 
SportzBling and Acsanna and Yu-
riy Garayan from J. Beverly Hills 
Salon were welcomed as new mem-
bers at November’s Connection 
Breakfast. Darren Newell of La 
Grande Orange and Susie and 
Josie Kalabakian of Melody’s Soul 
Food Restaurant  were also recog-
nized with new member plaques at 
the breakfast.   
   The Connection Breakfast is held 
the second Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 a.m at Brookside Golf 
Club . On the first Wednesday of 
each month, the Chamber hosts the 
Luncheon Alliance at Altadena 
Town and Country Club . These 
are terrific opportunities to network, 
make important contacts and ex-
pand your potential markets. For 
information on attending, call the 
Chamber office at (626) 795-3355 or 
email kelly@pasadena-chamber.org.  

   Supporting our local businesses is very importan t to the ongoing economic vi-
tality of the Pasadena area. The prosperity of ever yone in Pasadena is dependent 
on the financial health of our business community a s a whole. One clear way eve-
ryone who lives, works or does business in Pasadena  can aid in the recovery of 
our local economy is to spend money in the city whe re they live, work and do 
business. The shops, restaurants and services that create local jobs and provide 
the financial bedrock for Pasadena are dependent on  local patrons for their liveli-
hood and ongoing vitality.      
   To encourage shopping in Pasadena,  the City of Pasadena and the Chamber 
are partnering with The Agency, a student-run adver tising cooperative at Art 
Center College of Design , to create an informational marketing campaign to 
promote the importance of patronizing Pasadena busi nesses.  
   Volkswagen Pasadena generously helped fund the campaign, which was con-
ceived as a joint effort of the Chamber and City of  Pasadena. Grow Your Commu-
nity, Shop Local will appear on bus shelters throughout Pasadena. In  addition, 
THE  magazine, Pasadena NOW , the San Marino Tribune , Pasadena 
Weekly and Pasadena Outlook have generously provided advertising space in 
each publication. CBS Outdoor is supporting the campaign by providing space 
on local bus shelters.      
    The promotional campaign was conceived and impl emented completely by stu-
dents working with Mikio Osaki through The Agency @  Art Center. Student pro-
ject leader Dave Stone and colleagues Elaine Ng, Ke rry Hyatt, Clement Jolin, 
Jaclyn Markle, Scott Meyers, Amy Fleisher and Enriq ue Barrios implemented 
the Grow Your Community, Shop Local campaign. Students were responsible for 
everything from the conception and design to delive ry of elements for production.  
   Sales tax dollars, business license fees, proper ty taxes and other assessments 
paid by business return money to Pasadena to pay fo r essential services such as 
police and fire protection and also support our loc al public schools, parks and 
PCC. Spending in Pasadena preserves local jobs, mai ntains local businesses and 
saves travel time and gas.  We encourage everyone t o think local. Choose Pasa-
dena when buying. 
  

Chef De Cuisine, Inc.,   
     Caroline Rodriguez (626) 476-4293 
Citibank, Andrew Ten (626) 795-9962 
Citibank, Anjik Vartanian (626) 351-8802 
Citibank, Doerte Lindner (626) 585-3631 
Citibank, Financial Center Manager  
     (626) 432-4311 
The Coral Center, Steve Wiebe (626) 808-1770 
Council Rock Partners LLC, 
     William E. Cutler (310) 776-7166 
Desert Business Interiors, 
     Cathy Galletta (818) 645-1179 
Disney Store,  James Fielding (626) 773-5583 
Don Cuco Mexican Restaurant,   
     Bianca Salazar (818) 553-1148 
J Beverly Hills Salon, 
     Yuriy Garayan (626) 577-2002 
JB’s Catering, John Basurto (805) 760-5658 
La Grande Orange Café, 
     Darren Newell (626) 356-4444 
Dr. Juan Francisco Lara (626) 794-7951 
McDermott Consulting, Inc. 
     James McDermott (626) 403-6861 
Medical Business Concepts, 
     Eugenia Villalba (626) 397-4910 
Melody Soul Food Restaurant, 
     Susie Kalbaklian (626) 797-7800 
MonteCedro, An Episcopal Home Community  
     Michelle Rothrock (626) 300-6214 
Nu-Coat Painting, 
     George De La Portilla (626) 351-5272 
Pacific Starr Group,  
     John F. Pipia (626) 351-6028 
Redstone Commercial,  
     Dan Alle (626) 795-2255 
Ruth's Chris Steak House, 
     Gary Watanabe (626) 583-8122 
The Sofa Company, Peter Lien (888) 778-7632 
Spark Systems, Yasin Hai (626) 795-7900 
WorkFlowOne, Paul Comi (626) 458-0500 
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   Sharky’s Woodfire Mexican Grill gen-
erously hosted a workshop on Pasadena’s 
Enterprise Zone, which was sponsored by 
the Chamber and the 
South Lake Business 
Association . Melissa 
Alva, Enterprise Zone 
manager for the City of 
Pasadena presented 
information to those at-
tending and a panel of 
experts from Community Bank ; Krost, 
Baumgarten, Kniss and Guerrero ; RSM 
McGladrey and Tax Incentive Solutions  
answered questions.  
   The South Lake workshop is the third in-
formational meeting that has been hosted by 
the Chamber at local member restaurants in 
collaboration with the downtown business 
districts.  

&�'
�������"
(������
)*+


�"#��
� � �$$�%� � � � � � �$&�%� � 
 � � � �



�"#����

One to Five Years 
 
Bodyscape Integrative Physical Therapy 
Culligan Water 
Furniture Medic by Dr. Al 
Health Insurance Brokers, LLC 
Home Instead Senior Care 
Image Quest Plus, LLC 
Japon Bistro 
Jim’s Window Cleaning 
KBD Construction 
Maranatha High School 
The Masters Hair Studio 
My Pet Garden 
Pasadena Neighborhood Housing  
     Services, Inc. 
Sincere Care Services 
Sit ‘N Sleep 
Synergy Workplaces 
 
 
 

Six to Nine Years 
 
Boston Court Performing Arts Center 
Center for Community & Family Services 
Chiropractic Health Center 
City Place 
ForSight Marketing 
Grandview Foundation, Inc. 
Junior League of Pasadena, Inc. 
Old Fashioned Kettle Korn Co. 
Pacific Lift & Equipment Co., Inc. 
 
Ten to Fourteen Years 
 
Event Specialists 
Holly Street Village Apartments 
 
Fifteen to Fifty 
 
Angels School Supply 
Athens Services 
Avery Dennison 
Bob Hope Airport 
 

The Business Park of Pasadena 
Comfort Inn – Eagle Rock 
Dickson Podley Realtors 
Ellen’s Silkscreening, Embroidery  
     & Promotional 
Flanders Company 
Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy 
Green Hotel Apartments 
Hillsides 
Holmes Body Shop 
Jane S. Caughey 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
Pasadena Enterprise Center 
Pasadena Humane Society 
The Pasadena Playhouse 
Pasadena Unified School District 
Richard W. Jackson, CPA 
Rosemary Children’s Services 
Scripps Kensington 
Space Bank Mini Storage 
Waste Management of San Gabriel 
Whole Foods Market 
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   A Noise Within theater company presents the Oliver Twist  through December 14th. The company presents Victorian Tea with a Twist  on Saturday, 
December 13th. Reserve now to enjoy a special holid ay season treat followed by a performance of Oliver Twist .  For information, please call (818) 240-
0910, ext. 1 or visit www.anoisewithin.org. Waiting for Godot opens on January 15th.   
   The City of Pasadena  was a finalist for Most Business-Friendly City joi ned other nominees at a gala dinner hosted by the L os Angeles Economic 
Development Corporation. Pasadena was recognized fo r its efforts to support research and development c ompanies, ombudsman services and other 
efforts to create a supportive climate for business  and commerce.   
   The Tournament of Roses unveiled Roses on Parade on the lawn at Tournament House on November 2nd. Roses on Parade is a project  that brings 
artists and community organizations together to dec orate ceramic roses that are placed around Pasadena .   
  The Armory Center for the Arts presents Art by Families in Transition ending Decem ber 31st. The exhibition features work created in a  series of 
art workshops in partnership with the Pasadena Police Department’s Homeless Outreach/Psychiatric Evaluation (HOPE) tea m, the Armory and 
Union Station Foundation .    
   Villa Esperanza Services celebrated National Caregiver Awareness Month in No vember. Villa has openings in its Adult Day Program . For infor-
mation, please call (626) 398-4435.   
   Caltech Presents  Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana Navidad Flamenco on Friday, Decembe r 12th at 8:00 p.m. Voices of Vision presents B. Gentry 
Lee, chief engineer for the Planetary Systems Direc torate at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory , discussing Extraterrestrials in Fact and Fiction on 
Thursday, December 4th at 8:00 a.m. Both programs a re presented in Beckman Auditorium on the Caltech c ampus.   
   Caltech celebrated the campus’ first production photovoltai c installation, Pasadena’s largest, on November 4th .    
   E-Central Credit Union is offering a $100 reward to any member who refinan ces their car loan.  
   Art Center College of Design hosts Expanding the Vision of Sustainable Mobility from February 17th to 19th. Some of the leading env ironmental, 
design and scientific minds will collaborate for di scussion on the future of transportation at the Pasadena Convention Center .  
   Pasadena City College offers businesses a clearinghouse of potential empl oyees through the college’s Career Center. Employer s can post job open-
ings on the center’s web site. For information, vis it http://www.pasadena.edu/studentservices/careerce nter/emp_services.cfm.  
   Mariah Carey, Lionel Richie, Maroon 5, Lee Ann W omack, Erykah Badu, Akon, Rihanna, Stevie Nicks and  Michael McDonald performed at the 
Spirit of Life gala in support of City of Hope .          
   The North Lake Village Business Association presents Christmas in the Village , a wine tasting and dance party, at Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio  at 1368 North lake Avenue on Saturday, December 13 th from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
   Monte Vista Grove Homes presents Partners with the Grove a speakers’ outreach program that offers experts to  discuss personal experiences, con-
temporary issues and challenges facing the world to day. For information, contact John Turner at (626) 796-6135, extension 16. 
   Pasadena Civic Auditorium hosts the Distinguished Speaker Series with lecture rs including CNN’s Anderson Cooper and adventurer a nd hu-
manitarian Greg Mortenson. For information, please call (310) 546-6222. 
   Bryan’s Cleaners is taking part in the annual holiday gift giveaway,  Be a Santa to a Senior . Home Instead Senior Care is coordinating the loca l 
effort which collects gifts for needy and isolated senior citizens in the Pasadena area. Bryan’s South  Arroyo Parkway store will host decorated trees 
with wishes from local seniors. Those wishing to pa rticipate by donating a gift can visit Bryan’s at 5 44 South Arroyo Parkway to pick up an ornament.    
   The Gas Company offers information and assistance to customers who need help managing their winter gas bills. For info rmation visit the com-
pany web site at www.socalgas.com. 
    Membership in the Pasadena Federal Credit Union is open to employees of many local companies. For a  list, please visit 
http://www.pfcu.org/site/about_field_of_membership. html. 
   The Foothill Workforce Investment Board offers referrals for anyone seeking workers. WIB ca n provide potential employees for any position that  
may be available. WIB can also prescreen employees so your pool is suited to do the job required. For information, please contact Joumana Barakat at 
(626) 584-8387 or email jbarakat@foothilletc.org.  
   After more than five years of service, the Mars Spirit rover was powered down as dust covered the s olar collector panels it needs to generate power. A  
day earlier, Jet Propulsion Laboratory engineers and NASA announced the demise of the Phoe nix mission to Mars’ north pole. Spirit survived ye ars 
longer than anticipated and carried out much more e xploration than was originally anticipated. Opportu nity, Spirit’s sister rover, is alive and well. 
   Pasadena Symphony Association presents the 41st annual Holiday Look-in house tour. For information please call (626) 584-8 833.  
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Save the Date 
Luncheon Alliance 

Wednesday, December 3rd  
Altadena Town and Country 

Club, 11:45 a.m. 
Breakfast Connection 

 Thursday, December 11th  
Brookside Golf Club 

1133 N. Rosemont, 7 a.m. 
 

Please reserve your place by noon 
on the Monday prior to the event. 
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If you would prefer to receive the 
Chamber Newsletter via email in 
electronic form, please email your 
request  to  kel ly@pasadena-
chamber.org.   

   Please review the enclosed 
flyers for important information 
about upcoming events, a cal-
endar of Chamber events and 
special offers and information 
from other Chamber members. 
   If you would like to advertise 
by putting a flyer in the Pasa-
dena Commerce newsletter, 
please contact Leanne at (626) 
7 9 5 - 3 3 5 5  o r  e m a i l 
l e a n n e @ p a s a d e n a -
chamber.org for information. 
Flyers in the newsletter are a 
very inexpensive way to reach 
out to Chamber members. 
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   Mike Theodore, James McHale, Tom Roberto and Rob ert Pecel won 
the men’s competition at the annual Chamber Golf To urnament with 
a score of 54. George Magallon, Jaoquin Villa, Roy Valdez and Rita 
Valdez scored 57 to win the mixed team competition.  Rich Rodriguez 
won the putting contest. Longest drive for women wa s won by Debbie 
Meymarian and Michael Potts won the men’s competiti on. Dave 
Sams hit closest to the pin for men and Vicki Knigh t was closest 
among women competitors. More than 
one hundred golfers competed in the 
tournament on 
a perfect day 
at Brookside 
Golf Club .    
   E-Central 
Credit Union 
and CB Rich-
ard Ellis  were 
gold level 
sponsors. 
Amalgamated Bank , GG&M Construc-
tion and the International Union of 
Operating Engineers, Local 12 were 
silver sponsors.     
   For next year, the annual Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tournament will move to 
the spring. Information will be posted soon.   
   Many thanks to the Golf Committee for 
making sure the tournament was a success. 
Bob Baderian, Ron Hobbs, Vicki Knight, 
Marilyn and Gene Buchanan, Sylvia 
Samuelson and Kathy D’Amato worked very 
hard to make sure the tournament was a fun 
experience and a success for the Chamber.    
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The staff and Board of the Pasadena 
Chamber of Commerce wish you a very 
happy holiday season. As we celebrate 
with family and friends, let’s remember 
to do a little something for someone 
else. Giving a toy to a needy child,    
contributing to a food drive, or volun-
teering your time to assist someone else 
strengthens our community and helps 
each of us.    

   The South Lake Avenue Business Asso-
ciation  and the City of Pasadena began a 
streetscape im-
provement pro-
ject along South 
Lake Avenue in 
the fall. The pro-
ject, which in-
cludes refurbish-
ing the medians, 
adding lights to 
the trees and 
replanting greenery is scheduled to be com-
pleted before the holidays.      
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       The United States Postal Service has indicated 
they intend to close the East Pasadena Post Office at 
2609 East Colorado Boulevard and relocate operation s 
elsewhere in the area. Currently, USPS officials ha ve 
not released any information about the new location  or 
sought customer input about the impact of relocatin g 
the East Pasadena branch. The Chamber will provide 
more detailed information as it becomes available.  


